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EDITORIAL  

Greetings! This is my first Journal since 
returning to the position of Editor for our 
Society. My last Journal was back in 1996.  Philip 
Hall, our previous Editor, has done 14 Journals 
since then. This, my ôcomebackõ issue, is 
designated No.21, although 7 Journals were 
published prior to the current numbering 
system. That makes this issue our 28th Journal 
since October 1979. (Those first 7 Journals were 
published under our previous name.) We have 
therefore managed to produce 28 Journals in just 
over 32 years. Thatõs not a bad effort. Publication 
has been a little up and down during those 32 
years. The first 3 were published over 4 months. 
The next 4 were then published several months 
apart. I then managed to publish a Journal 
(No.1) in our new name in February 1985. My 
next effort, however, was some 6 1/2 years later, 
with No.2 being published in August 1991. I 
then started our traditional December Journals 
in 1992 (No.3). Thanks to Philip Hallõs efforts, 
we have published a Journal almost every year 
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since then. 2002 was the only exception. 
Needless to say, we hope to be able to continue 
publishing our Journal annually. We will need 
to have a range of contributors for this to 
occur. It would seem that I have written a large 
number of articles for this Journal myself. 
Several of the articles listed above, however, are 
really linked together. I have simply split them 
up in to smaller articles to make them more 
readable. A glance through our most recent 
Journals shows that I have written most of the 
articles published in them, but at least there 
have also been a couple of other contributors. 
Brian Brock quickly responded to my call for 
Journal articles by our members. His article has 
been illustrated with photographs taken by 
Philip Hall. Two of my articles were only 
possible with the assistance of Scoresby 
Shepherd and James Peake. My thanks go to 
Brian, Philip , Scoresby & James.   

Steve Reynolds 
Editor 2011-12 
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Scoresbyõs Many Discoveries 
Steve Reynolds 

Our Patron, Scoresby Shepherd, collected an 
amphipod whilst diving 1300m offshore off of  
Cape Northumberland in July 1976. 35 years 
later, in 2011, it has been named as a new 
species (and named after Scoresby). 

Drawing of Scoresbyõs amphipod 
(by L. E. Hughes & J. K. Lowry) 

Source: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222933.2010.5

34825 
 

Scoresby excitedly reported this to us in March 
2011 when he sent us a copy of  a scientific 
paper describing, amongst other species, 
Elasmopus shepherdi sp. nov. (Crustacea: 
Peracarida: Amphipoda).  
Scoresby said that in July 1976 he was working 
off Cape Northumberland on a study of the 
deepwater algal communities there. A sewage 
outfall was destined to go in, and SA Water 
wanted some studies of  the area. He made 
regular algal collections and, in washing the 
algae in the lab, he used to collect the little 
crustacea living among the fronds, and send 
them to the (SA?) museum.  
  
The scientific paper on amphipods was titled 
òThe genus Elasmopus (Crustacea: Amphipoda: 
Maeridae) in Australian Watersó by L. E. 
Hughes & J. K. Lowry (both from the Crustacea 
Section of  the Australian Museum in Sydney). 
The paper featured on pages 579ð628 in the 
òJournal of Natural Historyó, Vol. 45, Nos. 9ð
10, March 2011.  
Scoresby had received word of the paper from 

Dr Lauren Hughes, Postdoctoral Researcher, 
Marine Invertebrates at the Australian 
Museum ( www.australianmuseum.net.au ). 
The paper  can be found at 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222933.2010.
534825 . The web page found at 
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/conte
nt~db=all?content=10.1080/00222933.201
0.534825 , gives the following abstract for 
òThe genus Elasmopus . . . in Australian 
watersó: - òEight new species and one new 
record of Elasmopus Costa, 1853 are 
described from Australian waters including 
the extended offshore territories of  Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands (Indian Ocean), Christmas 
Island (Indian Ocean), Ashmore Reef (Timor 
Sea), Norfolk Island (Tasman Sea) and Lord 
Howe Island (Tasman Sea). Range extensions 
are reported for seven described Australian 
species. Twenty-three species are now known 
from Australian waters. Elasmopus arafura sp. 
nov., E. carteri sp. nov., E. hyperopia sp. nov., 
E. leveque sp. nov., E. mcluerensis sp. nov., E. 
otus sp. nov., E. shepherdi sp. nov. and E. 
woodjonesi sp. nov. are described herein.ó 
According to the introduction in òThe genus 
Elasmopus . . in Australian watersó, 
òElasmopus is a large genus of nearly 100 
species distributed throughout tropical and 
temperate areas around the world. Aside from 
the dubious species Elasmopus crassimanus 
(Miers, 1884) and the report of E. rapax 
Costa 1853 by Chilton (1917), recognition of 
the genus in Australian waters is relatively 
recent. Barnard (1974) reported three 
species, E. bollonsi Chilton, 1915, E. menurte 
J.L. Barnard, 1974 and E. yunde J.L. Barnard, 
1974, from southern and southwestern 
Australia. Berents (1983) recorded the first 
tropical Australian Elasmopus from the Great 
Barrier Reef and this was expanded by Lowry 
and Hughes (2009) to a total of seven species, 
E. crenulatus Berents, 1983; E. spinicarpus 
Berents, 1983; E. alalo Myers, 1986; E. 
hooheno J.L. Barnard, 1970; E. pectenicrus 
(Bate, 1862); E. slatyeri Lowry and Hughes, 
2009 and E. varanocephalensis Lowry and 
Hughes, 2009.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222933.2010.534825
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222933.2010.534825
http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222933.2010.534825
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222933.2010.534825
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all?content=10.1080/00222933.2010.534825
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all?content=10.1080/00222933.2010.534825
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all?content=10.1080/00222933.2010.534825
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Elasmopus arrawarra Hughes and Lowry, 
2006, E. rapax Costa, 1853 and E. warra 
Kelaher and Lowry, 2002 are known from the 
eastern Australian temperate region.ó 
òThe genus Elasmopus . . . in Australian 
watersó went on to say òIn this paper we report 
eight new species and one new record of 
Elasmopus, E. spinidactylus Chevreaux, 1907, 
from Australian waters, which include the 
offshore external territories of the Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands and Christmas Island, Indian 
Ocean; Ashmore Reef, Timor Sea; Norfolk 
Island and Lord Howe Island, Tasman Sea. 
Extended distribution records are also provided 
for seven species previously recorded in 
Australia. A total of 23 species of Elasmopus 
are recorded from Australian waters (Table 1), 
nearly 25% of the known world species.ó 
 òThe genus Elasmopus . . . in Australian 
watersó says that Elasmopus shepherdi is 
òNamed for Dr Scoresby Shepherd, a scientist 
who has made a significant contribution to 
marine research, including here as collector of  
the type material.ó 
It seems that the holotype for Elasmopus 
shepherdi is a 10.9mm ôdissectedõ male 
specimen collected by Scoresby ò1300 m 
offshore, Cape Northumberland (38Ǔ3_29__ S, 
140Ǔ39_43__ E), 15 m, red alga communityó. 
Elasmopus shepherdi featured on pages 613-
616 (& Figs 14-15) of the òJournal of Natural 
Historyó.  
 
 òHead. Eyes subovoid; lateral cephalic lobe 
broad, truncated, anteroventral margin 
with notch/ slit. Antenna 1 longer than antenna 
2; flagellum with nine articles; accessory 
flagellum short, with four articles. Antenna 2 
peduncular article 2 cone gland 
reaching beyond end of  peduncular article 3; 
article 4 shorter in length than article 5. 
Mandible molar well developed, triturative, 
accessory setal row with three setae; palp 
tri -articulate; article 1 twice as long as broad, 
shorter than article 2; article 2 shorter 
than article 3, with several slender setae; article 
3 strongly falcate, long (four times as 
long as broad), longer than article 1, with 
comb of short robust setae along anterodistal 
margin and three apical setae. Lower lip outer 
lobes with two pair of ducts; mandibular 
lobes apically rounded. Maxilla 1 inner plate 
subrectangular, with three apical plumose  

setae. 
Pereon. Gnathopod 1 coxa anterior margin 
concave, anteroventral corner produced, 
rounded; merus with sharp posterodistal tooth; 
carpus 1.25 times as long as broad, 
shorter than propodus; propodus anterior 
margin without setae, medial surface with 
setal comb, palm acute, convex, entire, defined 
by posterodistal corner, with posterodistal 
robust setae. Gnathopod 2 subchelate; basis 
slender; merus acutely produced 
distoventrally; carpus compressed, lobate, 
projecting between merus and propodus; 
propodus expanded, convex, smooth, anterior 
margin with rows of long slender setae, 
posterior margin and medial surface with long 
slender setal bunches, palm acute, 
one-third the length of the propodus, without 
posteroventral corner, subtriangular 
distomedial shelf  with group of robust setae, 
margin lined with robust setae, subpalmar 
surface smooth; dactylus with posteroproximal 
shelf, closing along and reaching end of  palm, 
apically subacute. Pereopod 4 coxa 
posteroventral lobe with acute posteromedial 
corner. Pereopods 5ð7 narrow distally; basis 
posterior margin without long 
slender setae; merus and carpus not broadened; 
propodus not expanded posterodistally; 
dactylar ungues simple. Pereopods 5ð6 basis 
posterior margin pectinate, straight, 
posteroventral corner broadly rounded. 
Pereopod 7 basis posterior margin convex, 
castelloserrate, posteroventral corner broadly 
rounded. 
Pleon. Epimera 1ð2 posteroventral corner with 
small subacute tooth. Epimeron 3 ventral 
and posteroventral margin smooth, 
posteroventral corner with small acute tooth. 
Urosomite 1 with single subtriangular carina. 
Uropod 1 peduncle with one basofacial 
robust seta. Uropod 2 outer ramus longer than 
peduncle, longer than inner ramus. 
Uropod 3 rami distally truncated, apical robust 
setae short; inner ramus long (length 
2.1 times breadth), subequal in length to outer 
ramus); outer ramus longer than peduncle. 
Telson deeply cleft (more than 66%), as long as 
broad, apical margins concave, 
with longer outer and shorter inner acute 
apices, each lobe with three long and two 
short apical robust setae, with pair of lateral 
plumose setae. 
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Remarks 
A unicarinate urosomite 1 character is present 
in only four of the 99 described species of  
Elasmopus: E. japonicus Stephensen, 1932 from 
Japan; E. neglectus from New Zealand, E. 
shepherdi sp. nov. and E. woodjonesi sp. nov. 
both fromsouthern Australia. 
Barnard (1974) also listed E. menurte from 
southern Australia as part of the unicarinate 
group; however, in this species the carination is 
extremely subtle, with a more rounded 
appearance. 
Elasmopus shepherdi sp. nov. is very closely 
related to the southern New Zealand species E. 
neglectus. Both of these species have a long 
mandibular palp article 3, male gnathopod 2 
propodus smooth, acute palm with dense setal 
brush and the telson shape and apical setation. 
Elasmopus shepherdi sp. nov. can be separated 
from E. neglectus by the male gnathopod 2 
propodus palm which is lined with short robust 
setae, pereopod6 basis posterior margin which 
is crenulated not pectinate, the pereopod 7 
basis convex posterior margin and the telson 
without lateral robust setae. The form of the 
gnathopod 2 palm also separates E. shepherdi 
sp. nov. from E. woodjonesi sp. nov. (see this 
species for further remarks). 
Distribution 
Austra l ia .  Sou th Aus tra l ia :  Cape 
Northumberland (current study).ó 
When asked just how many new species he had 
found & how many species have been named 
after him, Scoresby said that it was impossible 
to say, adding that he had probably found >100 
species of algae, many ascidians, crustaceans, 
worms, echinoderms, etc .. òMy collections 
were the basis of most chapters in the 3 
volumes on marine invertebrates of southern 
Australia.  Species in all the above phyla have 
been named after meó, he said. 
Whilst searching through several books for the 
names of any species that may have been 
named after Scoresby, I found the holothurian 
(sea cucumber) Trochodota sherpherdi and the 
hydroid Scoresbia daidala in òMarine 
Invertebrates of Southern Australia ð Part 1ó. I 
also found the soft coral Capnella shepherdi 
and the brittlestar Ophiacantha shepherdi in 
the same book. I found the pycnogonid Achelia 
shepherdi in Part 3 of òMarine Invertebrates of 
Southern Australiaó.    

I also searched the Internet for the names of  
any species that may have been named after 
Scoresby. I found the jellyfish Hexaphilia 
scoresbyi, the algae Callithamnion shepherdii, 
Polysiphonia shepherdii and Laurencia 
shepherdii. 
The number of species mentioned above does 
not give anything like a clear indication of the 
number of species that may have been 
discovered by Scoresby. The names of  many 
new species do not necessarily include any part 
of Scoresbyõs name i.e. Nectria saoria 
Scoresby discovered this species which was first 
described in 1967. It was named after the 
research vessel Saori (after South Australian 
Oceanic Research Institute).  
The Saori was wrecked at Wedge Island on 1st 
June 1975. She was so-named after the South 
Australian Oceanic Research Institute, having 
been an oceanographic research vessel. The 
MV Saori was launched (by Thomas Playford?) 
on 26th April 1963 and she was used in many 
expeditions in southern Australia. According to 
Kristin Weidenbach in her book òRock Staró, 
the 85-ton vessel was 18m long and a deep-sea 
diving chamber was located on her stern. She 
had been designed and fitted as a research 
vessel. Her equipment included a shallow echo 
sounder and a deep, audio echo sounder 
ranging to 4000m, a large map room and six 
sleeping berths. 
A sea star discovered by scuba divers in the 
early 1960s was named Nectria saoria after the 
Saori. Its common name is the Saori sea star. 
According to the web page found at 
http://www.arkaroola.com.au/sprigg.php, Reg 
Sprigg was born at Stansbury, York Peninsula, 
South Australia on March 1 1919. In 1946 he 
discovered the world's oldest (620 mya) 
'Edicarian' fossil animals and, in 1947, the first 
submarine canyons in the Southern 
Hemisphere, south of  Kangaroo Island. 
Geosurveys built its own Oceanographic 
Research Vessel, M.V. SAORI, and the country's 
first deep-sea Diving Chamber - the black and 
white object located behind Ningana - which 
saved many lives during the building of Port 
Stanvac. Along with diving team mates, Reg 
Sprigg shares the offshore SCUBA diving depth 
record for southern Australia at 90 metres. Reg 
Sprigg died in December 1994 and his ashes 
are scattered on the Arkaroola property.  

http://www.arkaroola.com.au/sprigg.php
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According to the web page found at 
http://oceans1.customer.netspace.net.au/sa-
main.html, the Saori was a òFishing boat. 
Ashore, wrecked, at the foot of  200 metre cliffs 
on Wedge Island, 3 June 1975. The boat was 
thrown high up on a ledge.ó 
(According to the web page found at 
http://www.saoriworcester.com/what.htm, 
Saori is an art of weaving by hand that is dedi-
cated to free expression and self-development 
for everyone, regardless of physical or mental 
ability, age, or artistic aptitude. Saori weaving is 
pure improvisation from the heart, with no 
premeditated pattern in mind. Colors unfold, 
designs emerge, and beauty blooms directly 
from the genius of each unique individual 
working in harmony with loom, thread, and 
the spark of the moment. Saori is a profound 
inner journey, yet we can enjoy it socially, 
working alongside others. We can also create 
clothing, bags, tapestries, and many useful 
items that can be appreciated by all. Saori is 
fun, and anyone can do it! 
 
 
Q: Can all improvisational, freestyle weaving be 
called SAORI? 
 

where the jetty steps used to be. A rail track can 
also be found amongst the rocks on the 
opposite side of the jetty, where the jetty starts. 
A few wheels, including pairs of wheels, can be 
found out in the first bay. Here is a pair of 
wheels: -  

A: Actually, "saori" is a trademark of 
Sakaiseikisangyou in Japan. This is the 
company that manufactures the SAORI loom. 
The "sa" in "SAORI" ("ori" means "weaving"), is 
a Zen Buddhist term that means "each thing has 
its own unique quality" or "each person has his 
or her own unique quality." So, because of 
these spiritual roots, as experienced and 
expressed by founder Misao Jo, SAORI is more 
than just a technique. It is also: 
 A philosophy that all people are artists: each of 
us has a latent intuitive power that SAORI can 
awaken. 
An aesthetic that embraces the natural beauty 
of unintended "mistakes" and encourages 
exploring the unknown.  
A social movement towards bringing diverse 
people together to learn from one another. It is 
especially a movement to include within a 
larger community people who may be isolated 
or marginalized because of disability, age, 
income, overwork, care giving, ethnicity, or 
other reasons.  
An artistic yet practical path of meditation, 
therapy, rehabilitation, trauma recovery, stress 
reduction, identity building, community 
building, economic self-reliance, and holistic 
human devlopment.) 

The Existence of an ôUnderwater Trailõ at  
Second Valley Jetty 

Steve Reynolds 

I have documented the existence of an 
ôunderwater trailõ at Second Valley jetty. There 
are a number of artefacts to be found 
underwater beneath the jetty itself and in both 
the first and second bays there. 
There is, for example, a length of heavy chain 
to be found beneath the jetty, just backwards of  

 

 
 

A pair of wheels to be found underwater  
at Second Valley jetty 

(taken by Steve Reynolds, 27/6/09) 

http://oceans1.customer.netspace.net.au/sa-main.html
http://oceans1.customer.netspace.net.au/sa-main.html
http://www.saoriworcester.com/what.htm
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Some other metal (iron?) artefacts can also be 
seen in scattered locations about the first bay. I 
think of some of these as having once been 
something like axles for wheels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An artefact found underwater in the first bay at 
Second Valley jetty 

(taken by Steve Reynolds, 27/06/09) 
 
 Several rail tracks litter the edge of  the first 
bay close to the site of the old boat sheds at the 
rocky point. The boat sheds were all removed 
in 2009 for safety reasons. Rail tracks were 
once used for transporting boats from the sheds 
to the water. 

The odd rail track may also be seen in the 
deeper water of the first bay and also in the 
waters of the second bay. 
Other artefacts are to be found amongst the 
rocks on the other side of the rocky point, close 
to the site of the old boat sheds. 
I have posted photos at 
http://picasaweb.google.com.au/stevereynolds
600/UnderwaterTrailAtSecondValley and also 
at http://cid -
4675faf325b562b9.skydrive.live.com/browse.a
spx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%
20Second%20Valley to further illustrate the 
existence of the ôunderwater trailõ at Second 
Valley jetty. 
I havenõt mapped the locations for any of the 
reported artefacts at all. I merely wish to point 
out that these artefacts are there if  you take the 
time to look for them. There is much history in 
the area, especially regarding the jetty, a 
tramway, the boat sheds and a wharf that was 
originally built at the rocky point. 

Aerial shot of Second Valley 
 

(Source: Information sign at the Second Valley turn-off) 

http://picasaweb.google.com.au/stevereynolds600/UnderwaterTrailAtSecondValley
http://picasaweb.google.com.au/stevereynolds600/UnderwaterTrailAtSecondValley
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.skydrive.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.skydrive.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.skydrive.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.skydrive.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
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The Various ôJettiesõ at Second Valley 
Steve Reynolds 

My article òThe Existence of an ôUnderwater 
Trailõ At Second Valley Jettyó reported (of 
course) the existence of an ôunderwater trailõ at 
Second Valley jetty. In that article, I reported 
the numerous artefacts that could be found 
under the jetty, and in both bays. These 
artefacts are relics from an old tramway, wharf, 
two jetties and several boat sheds.  
Second Valley is at the southern end of  
Yankalilla Bay, just north of Rapid Bay, on 
South Australiaõs Fleurieu Peninsula. It was 
named by Colonel William Light, Surveyor-
General for the new colony of South Australia. 
Light was sailing up SAõs Gulf St Vincent on 
HMS Rapid in September 1836. He gave the 
bay where his ship sought shelter from a storm 
on 8th September the name Rapid Bay after his 
ship. He then sailed on to the next bay where 
he found a little harbour. 
òA Cruising Guide to Historic Gulf Ports ð Vol. 

1ó by Graham Scarce explains that Colonel 
Light first named the location Finniss Vale after 
the Deputy Surveyor General, Boyle Travers 
Finniss, on 17th September 1836. òI have hardly 
seen a place I like better,ó he wrote. He then 
walked inland and came upon a second and 
wider valley which he named Second Valley. 
The whole area later became known by that 
name. 
òA Cruising Guide to Historic Gulf Portsó 
describes the harbour as only providing a 
marginal degree of protection from southerly 
conditions at best. The book also says that 
Second Valley was an extremely busy port from 
the mid 1840s, exporting flour, wheat, barley 
and wattlebark. According to the book, a single
-masted wooden cutter called the O.G. was 
driven onto rocks near Second Valley on 23rd 
(or 25th) May 1854. She was sailing from 
Yankalilla to Kingscote when she ran into  

Second Valley jetty on 16th July 2011 (Taken by Steve Reynolds) 
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strong winds that forced her to anchor near 
Second Valley. Her anchors dragged in the 
strong seas and she was dashed against the 
rocks at Pooleõs Flat. She broke up on the rocks 
and became a total loss.  
The O.G. was the first ship built in the 
Patawalonga at Glenelg between 1839 and 
1840. It was named after Osmond Gilles, SAõs 
first Colonial Treasurer. The vessel was 
originally a 28-foot cutter of 9 tons before 
being lengthened to 35½ feet (and 12 tons*) in 
1845 or 1848. She was owned by Captain Reid 
who was skippering her when she struck the 
rocks at Pooleõs Flat (does any one know exactly 
where that is?). 
* (Some sources say 20 or more tons.) 
The first known jetty at Second Valley was a 
wharf built on the nearby small rocky 
peninsula, jutting out from the cliffs, in 1855. 
The rocky peninsula is affectionately known as 
ôthe islandõ, although it would only resemble an 
island during extreme high tides. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The small rocky peninsula affectionately 
known as ôthe islandõ 

(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 
Second Valleyõs extraordinary coastline has 
steep hills and sheer cliffs. The rocks along the 
walkway from the jetty are said to be òintensely 
folded rock strata which was buckled & 
moulded into this spectacular formation 
millions of years ago.ó 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Map of tramway, ôislandõ & wharf 

(Courtesy of the Dept of Transport) 

The building of a causeway and dry masonry 
wharf at ôthe islandõ was completed in 1855. 
The wharf included a 21m-long timber section 
(wooden quay) 1.2m above high water to 
seawards. The quay was for vessels to ôlie 
atõ (1.8m at low tide). The wharf was formed 
on an embankment using stone found ôon the 
spotõ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elevation of wharf at Second Valley 
(Courtesy of the Dept of Transport) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross-section of wharf at Second Valley 
(Courtesy of the Dept of Transport) 

There was also a cutting at the base of the cliffs, 
where a single-track tramway ran. The 
tramway ran from the present day car park, 
rounded the base of the cliff, and ran along the 
ôbight of the bayõ to the wharf. It 
accommodated small tram trolleys, which 
could be pushed to and from the wharf for the 
loading and unloading of ships.  
A small cutter called Good Intent sank at 
Second Valley while loading cargo in 
1856.  According to òA Cruising Guide to 
Historic Gulf Ports ð Vol.1ó by Graham Scarce, 
the Good Intent was a small, privately-owned 
cutter that was tied up alongside of the wharf 
on 14th May 1856. She began taking on water 
rapidly and sank in 4m of water within 
minutes.  She was raised again and was taken to 
Kangaroo Island where she continued as a 
coastal trader. 
òKetches of South Australiaó by Ronald Parsons 
says that the Good Intent was a wooden single-
masted (unregistered) cutter. She was loading 
cargo alongside the Second Valley jetty (wharf) 
on 14th May. She had a quantity of potatoes on 
board when she sprang a leak ôwhich gained so 
rapidly that she sunk on a rocky bottomõ. The 
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cutters Breeze and Kangaroo both failed to raise 
her at the time. She was, however, somehow 
raised later that same month. Parsons says that 
she was then taken in to American River on 
Kangaroo Island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cutting at the base of the cliffs, where a 
single-track tramway ran along the ôbight of 

the bayõ  to the wharf 
(Taken by Peter Gower) 

In 1857, two mooring buoys were anchored in 
the bay (or cove) to secure vessels from the 
northerlies. 80 fathoms of 1Įò cable was laid 
on the sea bed for a bridle. One end was 
attached to the wharf and the other end was 
attached to a 1-ton anchor. Some buoys were 
set by the government schooner Yatala. Two 
15m-long cables (connected to the buoys) were 
attached to the bridle. Strong ring-bolts were 
fitted on rocks. 
A steel mooring post and steel mooring ring can 
be seen on the tip of the rocky point. Remains 
of tie-bolts which held the wharf timbers can 
be seen at low tide. The bolts have corroded 
away and only their ends show, flush with the 
rock surface in which they were embedded. 
Further bolts associated with the tramway can 
be seen on a rocky outcrop.  
In 1865, after just eight years, the inner buoy 
was sinking. The moorings were replaced that 
year and the buoy was also replaced.  
Rough seas would break over the rocky point 
during gales and cause damage to the wharf. 
Winter storms would lash the wharf and most 
of it was washed away during stormy weather 
in 1867. Three metres of the solid wall of the 
tramway was also breached. Although the 
wharf was repaired, it was soon destroyed 
again.  
In 1868, after just three years, the inner buoy 
sank once more and huge gales and heavy seas 
destroyed the wharf once again. The storm 
created huge breaches up to 10m in length in 
the stone walling. The walling is now under 
seaweed and pebbles at the base of the tall cliffs  

next to the ôislandõ. 
A small jetty, 15.5m long and 3.8m wide, was 
built between 1870-1. It was connected to the 
1855 causeway with a 26m-long stone 
extension. Strong gales and high seas badly 
damaged the jetty, just three years later, in 
1874.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The causeway to the jetty (with a dry 
Parananacooka River in foreground and 

associated jetty causeway bridge at centre) 
(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 

In 1883, heavy rains created a torrent which 
ran from the Mount Lofty Ranges, down the 
Parananacooka River, towards the jetty. It 
passed under the jetty causeway bridge on its 
way to the sea. The torrent lifted the timber 
decking from the stonework and carried it out 
to sea in one complete section. It then returned 
the complete section to the shore and dumped 
it on the rocks. Subsequent tides broke the 
decking up and dispersed the pieces. 
The torrent also broke away a large section of  
the stone causeway on the seaward side, 
including a large mass of concrete and stone. 
All of this damage meant that the jetty was out 
of service for almost a year. 
The structure of the jetty was badly rotted by 
1892. Extensive repairs were made to it in 
1907. A ôVõ section ôcut-waterõ was also built 
on the seaward end of  the stone causeway 
(where the timber section connected).  
(This ôcut-waterõ was designed to cut the waves 
and minimise the force of the seas on the 
underside of the jetty. A cut-water is said to be 
òa wedge-shaped projection pointing upstream 
from (a) pieró (Something like this?): - 

 
 
 
 
The ôcut-waterõ at 
Second Valley jetty? 
(Taken by Steve 
Reynolds in 2009) 
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Neville Collins, author of òThe Jetties of 
South Australia ð Past and Presentó says, òA 
cut-water is a wedge-shaped end of a bridge 
or pieró.  He believes that my photo shows 
only a small part of the cut-water. He also 
recorded that the cut-water was repaired in 
2001. It seems that a company, that is 
responsible for jetty construction or 
maintenance, calls the ôcut-waterõ a (wave 
energy?) ôdissipaterõ or ôdissipatorõ (toe 
berm?).) 
Despite the extensive repairs made in 1907 
and the building of the ôcut-waterõ on the 
seaward end of the stone causeway (where 
the timber section connected), the jetty was 
completely demolished in 1910. A new 
replacement jetty was built that same year. It 
was constructed by the State Government, 
under Labor Premier John Verran. Repairs 
were also made to the stone causeway. The 
new 45m-long jetty was completed on 5th 
November 1910. It was opened on 10th 
November by Sir Day Hort Bosanquet, the 
Governor of South Australia  from 1909-14.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other side of causeway leading to the jetty 

(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 
In September 1911, work commenced on 
extending the jetty by another 23m. This 
extension was completed on 14th December 
1912. Two ôdolphinsõ (piles that absorb the 
shock of docking vessels) were added to the 
end of  the jetty to protect it from damage by 
ships during strong winds. One of these 
dolphins was removed in 1929. The 
remaining one was then removed in 1934. 
The outer-end of the jetty was removed in 
1945, and more of it was removed again in 
1953.  
Fishermen built sheds on the island for 
storage of their fishing boats during the 
1940s, 50s and 60s (mostly during these last 
two decades). Boats from the sheds were 
launched and retrieved on a trolley running 
on pairs of rail tracks at high tide.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small group of boat sheds at Second Valley 
(Courtesy of Cassandra Philippou) 

Winches and petrol engines were used to 
return boats back to the boat sheds. George 
Roper was the harbourmaster at the site. He 
used a governmental departmentõs boat for his 
work there. It was kept out in the open on a site 
between some of the boat sheds. The boat being 
left out in the open meant that many problems 
were experienced by George. He said that these 
problems were ôa headacheõ and he dubbed the 
boat òAsproó. She sat on a jinker (trailer) which 
had solid rubber tyres on its wheels. George 
lowered the boat and trailer down a ramp into 
the water with the aid of a winch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the boat winches circa 2001-4 
(Courtesy of Cassandra Philippou) 

The planking on the jetty was replaced in 
2001. It has been suggested that the Yankalilla 
Council took over the responsibility for the jetty 
and that repairs were also made to the ôcut-
waterõ there about this time.  
In 2005, the jetty was said to be 42m-long and 
3.5m wide. By late 2008, the boat sheds on ôthe 
islandõ were deemed unsafe and were 
threatened with demolition (not by the 
council). It was about this time that students 
from Flinders University commenced a study of  
the area around the boat sheds on ôthe islandõ. 
They did some preliminary work in the area on 
11th August 2008. This was followed by several 
return visits both later that year and in 2009. 
I had often seen artefacts such as wheels and  
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rail tracks at Second Valley. By 2009, I had 
started to take more than a passing interest in 
these artefacts. During a dive there on 17th 
January 2009, I photographed a large 
ôcartwheelõ, an ôaxleõ and a rail track during my 
dive there.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The large ôcartwheelõ covered in growth 

(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 
In early 2009, the 13 remaining boat sheds on 
the island were demolished. They had been 
demolished when I returned to the jetty on 28th 
March 2009.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where the boat sheds used to be on ôthe islandõ 

(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 
I explored the edge of the first bay (ôYankalilla 
Bayõ) during my dive there. I found and 
photographed lots of rail tracks around the 
edge of the bay, between the jetty and the rocky 
point. 
The Flinders University students returned to the 
area on 9th April 2009 to conduct underwater 
searches. They were led by Steven Lake, a 
Master of Maritime Archaeology Graduate. The 
results were written up in òConstruction to 
Demolition - An Archaeological Investigation 
into the Life Cycle of the Second Valley 
Boatshedsó, which can be found at 
http://www.flinders.edu.au/shadomx/apps/f
ms/fmsdownload.cfm?file_uuid=2ECF5EEA-
0701-1786-752B-
87558213589B&siteName=ehlt . 
On 27th June 2009, I returned to the jetty,  

armed with a new camera. It was on this day 
that I discovered that the steps on the jetty had  
collapsed. They were closed off  and 
temporarily supported with heavy chains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collapsed jetty steps supported by chains 
(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 

During my dive from the rocks, I swam out to 
the rocky point. My return to the jetty was via 
the edge of the first bay. During my swim back 
to the jetty, I found two sets of wheels in the 
middle of the bay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One of the two sets of wheels found in the 

middle of the first bay 
(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 

 
In his report òConstruction to Demolition . . .ó, 
Steven Lake described these wheels as ôtruck 
setsõ, trolley wheel and truck sets, or trolley 
truck and wheel sets. One set were said to be 
mid-bay (end of jetty, out towards ôthe islandõ). 
His report gives their GPS coordinates as 
247526, 6066770. He suggests that they may 
be off of a boat shed trolley. He says that they 
measured 1.41m in length. 
Lake describes the large ôcartwheelõ as a 
wooden ôcarriage wheelõ 1.4m in diameter with 
12 spokes. He says that it is located 10-15m 
north of the truck set (also mid-bay). His 
report gives the GPS coordinates as 247524, 
6066786. He discusses the possibility that it 
may have been used as a boat mooring. 

http://www.flinders.edu.au/shadomx/apps/fms/fmsdownload.cfm?file_uuid=2ECF5EEA-0701-1786-752B-87558213589B&siteName=ehlt
http://www.flinders.edu.au/shadomx/apps/fms/fmsdownload.cfm?file_uuid=2ECF5EEA-0701-1786-752B-87558213589B&siteName=ehlt
http://www.flinders.edu.au/shadomx/apps/fms/fmsdownload.cfm?file_uuid=2ECF5EEA-0701-1786-752B-87558213589B&siteName=ehlt
http://www.flinders.edu.au/shadomx/apps/fms/fmsdownload.cfm?file_uuid=2ECF5EEA-0701-1786-752B-87558213589B&siteName=ehlt
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By 10th October 2009, the steps on the jetty had 
completely disappeared, so I entered the second 
bay (ôRapid Bayõ) and swam around the rocky 
point and in to the first bay (ôYankalilla Bayõ). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view of the jetty without steps  
(Taken by Steve Reynolds, Jan 2010) 

 
I found several artefacts, including rail tracks in 
the second bay at the start of my dive. There 
were lots of smaller artefacts to be found in 
amongst the rocks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rail track found in the second bay  
(Taken by Steve Reynolds) 

 
By early 2010, a new ladder had been installed 
on the jetty as a temporary replacement for the 
missing steps. I used this ladder as an exit point, 
in order to try it out, and I was quite pleased 
with it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My view of the new ladder from the water 
(Taken by Steve Reynolds, with water on lens) 

The District Council of Yankalilla leases the 
Second Valley jetty from the State Government 
and it is responsible for the initial upkeep of  
the heritage-listed jetty.  
According to the web page found at 
h t t p : / / w w w. h e r i t a g e . g o v . a u / c g i -
bin/ahpi/record.pl?SA16260, òThe Second 
Valley Seawall, Causeway, Bridge and Jetty is a 
rare complex on the Fleurieu Peninsula. The 
1855 stonework and 1910 jetty represent a 
link to South Australia's early maritime, 
agricultural, industrial and mining heritage, 
most notably the wheat industry of the 1840s-
1860só.  
The heritage listing means that only ôheritage-
typeõ materials can be used on the jetty, 
precluding say, aluminium steps from being 
built there. Replacement of the steps is included 
in the councilõs 2010/2011 annual business 
plan (see  
http://www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au/webdata/reso
urces/files/Annual_Business_Plan_2010_11.p
df , under Asset Renewal Projects), but much 
has to be sorted out before this can proceed. 
(There are also plans to repair the steps at the 
Cape Jervis jetty.) 
Steps would not normally be deemed necessary 
on such a short jetty, but they are thought to be 
needed on the Second Valley jetty since there is 
no beach, only rocks, adjacent to the jetty. It is 
quite possible that, once some steps have been 
re-built, the new ladder may be removed to 
maintain the heritage structure of the jetty. 
It was sometime a little after the installation of  
the ladder at the jetty that I completed my 
article about there being an underwater trail at 
Second Valley. A little after the publication of  
that article in the June 2010 issue of Dive Log 
magazine, David Cowan informed me that a 
Cassandra Philippou from Flinders University 
had done some survey work at Second Valley 
area earlier in the decade. 
Cassandra Philippou later told me that some 
archaeological surveys were carried out on the 
site by her between 2001 and 2004 for her 
PhD research. Cassandraõs team ran a baseline-
offset survey along the jetty, and a tape and 
compass survey from the end of the jetty. Very 
little of archaeological interest associated with 
the jetty itself was located in the water apart 
from a couple of wheels from rolling stock 
(from the jetty railway trucks) and some 
railway iron; it was surmised that the rolling  

http://www.heritage.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahpi/record.pl?SA16260
http://www.heritage.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahpi/record.pl?SA16260
http://www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/Annual_Business_Plan_2010_11.pdf
http://www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/Annual_Business_Plan_2010_11.pdf
http://www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/Annual_Business_Plan_2010_11.pdf
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stock  was lost from the jetty and later used as 
moorings by local fishermen. The team also did 
a survey of  the fishing sheds and their slipways. 
The results of the study have not been 
published. 
Cassandra was, however, able to provide me 
with several photos of the boat sheds and a 
range of historical information from the South 
Australia State Archives. Some photos have been 
shown earlier, but here is another one: - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boat shed slipways with jetty in background 
(Photo courtesy of Cassandra Philippou) 
 

Second Valley is a beautiful location that is 
steeped in history. My earlier article about the 
Second Valley Underwater Trail can be found at 
http://sites.google.com/site/sascubadivingsite/
-underwater-trail-at-second-valley-jetty .  
Some photos can be found at http://cid -
4675faf325b562b9.office.live.com/browse.asp
x/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20
S e c o n d % 2 0 V a l l e y, 
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/NewLadder
N o w A t S e c o n d V a l l e y  a n d 
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/stevereynol
ds600/UnderwaterTrailAtSecondValley .    
Much of the history about the jetties at Second 
Valley is taken from the books òThe Second 
Valleyó by Ron Blum and òThe Jetties of South 
Australia ð Past and Presentó by Neville Collins. 
Many thanks go to both Ron and Neville who 
assisted me with some of the finer points. Many 
thanks also go to Amer Khan from the 
Department for Environment and Natural 
Resources, Cassandra Philippou, Maritime 
Archaeologist, Maritime Heritage Unit, Heritage 
Victoria, Department of  Planning and 
Community Development, and Peter Fowler 
from the District Council of  Yankalilla for their 
assistance. 

More About the Wheels at Second Valley 
Steve Reynolds 

There may well be more wheels at second 
Valley than I realize. I donõt have any hard facts 
to back up this claim. I only have a few 
photographs for comparison. There is, for 
starters, the cartwheel shown in the above 
photo courtesy of  Cassandra Philippou. Here is 
a close-up of the cartwheel: - 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cartwheel next to boat shed rails 

(Photo courtesy of Cassandra Philippou) 
 

I recall, during a dive in the bay, first finding a 
cartwheel covered in algae and seagrass. It was 
barely recognizable beneath the growth on it. 
This is the photo that I took at the time: - 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A cartwheel covered in algae 
(Taken by Steve Reynolds 17/1/09) 

 
This wheel lay flat on the seabed. On later 
dives, I could only ever find a cartwheel largely  

http://sites.google.com/site/sascubadivingsite/-underwater-trail-at-second-valley-jetty
http://sites.google.com/site/sascubadivingsite/-underwater-trail-at-second-valley-jetty
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.office.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.office.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.office.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
http://cid-4675faf325b562b9.office.live.com/browse.aspx/.Documents/Underwater%20trail%20at%20Second%20Valley
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/NewLadderNowAtSecondValley
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/NewLadderNowAtSecondValley
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/stevereynolds600/UnderwaterTrailAtSecondValley
http://www.picasaweb.google.com/stevereynolds600/UnderwaterTrailAtSecondValley

